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ENTRY 
ThlS matter came on for hearlng before the 011 and Gas Board 
of Revlew on September I I, 1986 in the Flrst Floor Conference Room 
BUlldlng E., Fountaln Square, Columbus, OhlO pursuant to a tlmely 
Notlce of Appeal flled by the Appellant. The appeal was taken 
from the Order of the Chlef, D1V1Slon of 011 and Gas, # 85-105, 
to Buffalo Ollfleld Services, Inc. grantlng a permit to plug back 
a saltwater In]ectlon well on the Long Lease ln Wlndam, OhlO. 
ISSUES 
The general lssue ralsed ln thlS Appeal lS whether the Chief 
of the Dlvislon of 011 and Gas lawfully and reasonably lssued 
the the permlt to plug back the Long well for the lnjection of 
of saltwater in the Newburg Zone purusant to the provlslons of 
o . R. C . 'I 5 0 9 . 2 2 and 0 the rap p 11 cab 1 e pro v 1 s 1 0 n s 0 f the 0 h i 0 
Revised Code? The sublssues are: 
I) Whether the appllcatlon complles wlth the provlsions of 
OAC 1501:93 and other appllcable provlslons, speclfically whether 
the appllcatlon was complete and accurate? 
2) Whether the requlrement that the appllcatlon be complete 
and accurate be read to mean: 
a) complete and accurate enough to proceed with the 
appllcation process in the Vlew of the approprlate offlcers of 
the Dlvlsion of Oil and Gas? 
b) sufflclently complete to proceed wlth the appllcation 
process, to hold a publlC hearlng, lf approprlate and to 
lnvestlgate the area of reVlew around the well slte? 
3) Is a modlflcation, alteratlon, supplement or change of 
the applicatlon, the plans, the constructlon and design or the 
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other features of the request for a permlt as the result of 
lnformatlon galned from a publlc hearlng or other reVlew of 
the appllcatlon reasonable and lawful wlthout addltlonal 
publlc hearlngs to comment on the modlflcatlons, alteratlons 
suppllments or changes? 
4) Were Wlndam Townshlp offlclals afforded due process of 
law through notlce provlded In accordance wlth O.A.C. 1501:0-3-06 
and subsequent appeal to the Board of Oll and Gas Revlew of the 
Order of the Chlef? 
5) Is the Chlef of the Dlvlsion of Oll and Gas permitted 
under the requlrements of Chapter 1509 to grant a Salt Water 
Injectlon Well permlt, or modlfy an eXlstlng permit, where it lS 
contended that use of a well for saltwater disposal would be in 
violatlon of the township zonlng resolutlon? 
BACKGROUND 
The appllcant, Lomak Petroleum, applled for a permit to 
drill and oll and gas well on the Long property In Wlndham 
Townshlp, .Portage County Ohlo In 198 J. The permlt for that well, 
No. 2736 (Portage County), was lssued and the well was drllled. 
In 1984, Lomak applled for a permlt to convert the Lomak No. 
Long well to a saltwater dlsposal well In the Sllur~an Clinton 
Sandstone and that permlt was lssued In August, 1984. 
Subsequently, Lomak requested permlsslon to plug the well back to 
the Newburg zone (at a shallower depth) and publlshed a notlce of 
the appllcatlon In the Akron Beacon Journal. The permlt was 
lssued on March 6, 1985. Lomak asslgned It rlghts to the Long 
well to Buffalo Ollfleld Servlces, Inc., a subsldary of Lomak In 
January, 1985. 
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In July, 1985, Wlndham Townshlp and ltS Zonlng Inspector 
flIed a complalnt for an In]Unctlon In Common Pleas Court for 
Portage County, Ohlo (85 CV 1080) alleglng that the operation of 
the saltwater In]ection well was In vlolatlon of the Townshlp 
Zonlng Resolutlon and that publlc notlce was not glven In a 
newspaper of general circulatlon for the Township. The notlce was 
republished by Buffalo and the Chlef of the Dlvsion of Oll and 
Gas had a hearing held on the appllcatlon to plug back on 
September 17, 1985 In Portage County. 
The Chief granted the permlt to plug back by Order 85-)05 
dated October 17, 1985 after consldering the results of the 
hearlng, flndlng ~~!~£ ~l~~ that the appllcatlon of Buffalo 
complies with the requirements of Chapter 1501:9-3 of the O.A.C, 
that the method of lnjectlon lS not be In vlolatlon of the law 
and that the proposed method of In]ection wlll not Jeopardize 
publlc health or safety. 
The Appellant flIed notlce of appeal ralslng a number of 
lssues In the appeal ltself, before the Board and In ltS brlef 
whlch are stated above but whlch can briefly be summarized by 
saylng that the Wlndom Trustees clalmed the Chlef cannot lssue a 
permlt for a use whlch lS contrary or possibly contrary to 
prOVlSlons of Townshlp Zonlng and that they were denled due 
process because the applicant and DlVlSlon of Oll and Gas falled 
to supply the Trustees with an amended copy of the Appllcatlon 
for Permlt. 
At the hearlng before the Board, the appellant, presented 
wltnesses and exhlblt tendlng to show the facts whlch supported 
these two ob]ectlons but dld not otherwlse clalm or present 
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ev~dence that the find~ngs of the Ch~ef ~n Order 85-105 were 
e~ther unlawful or unreasonable. In add~t~on, Lomak and W~ndham 
Townsh~p submitted a stipulat~on of facts to the effect that: 
I. The W~ndham Townsh~p Zon~ng Resolut~on subm~tted to the 
Board is a true and accurate copy, that 
2. Exh~b~t B ~s a true and accurate copy of the notice to 
cease and des~st served by W~ndham' Zon~ng Inspector on Buffalo 
O~l F~eld Serv~ces, Inc., that 
3. Windham Township has ne~ther sought or obta~ned zon~ng 
approval (for the salt water ~nJection well) and' 
4. Exhib~t C, the appl~cat~on for the injection well is a 
true and accurate copy. 
F~nally, on November 8, 1985, the request for a Temporary 
InJunct~on (Case 86 CV 1080) styled as W~ndom Township, et a1. 
vs. Lomak Petroleum, Inc., et a1. was den~ed. The Court stated 
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the reason for the denial saying "In v~ews of the above, th~s 
Court can only reach the conclus~on that the State of Oh~o has 
preempted by ~ts regulat~on the determ~nat~on of the locat~on , 
construction, and operation of saltwater brine wells, and that 
the Pla~nt~ffs here~n have no author~ty to prohb~t that wh~ch the 
State has perm~tted". 
FINDINGS OF FACT AND CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
Based on the testimony of the w~tnesses and the documents 
subm~tted and accepted by the Board, the Board makes the 
follow~ng f~nd~ngs of fact: 
J. The appl~cant, Lomak Petroleum Inc. (and Buffalo O~lf~eld 
Secv~ces Inc.) met the requ~rements of the Ohio Rev~sed Code and 
Oh~o Adm~n~strat~ve Code as to the completness and correctness of 
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~ts appl~cat~on to plug back the No. I Long well to a saltwater 
d~sposal well ~n the Newburg Zone. 
2. The Ch~ef of the D~v~s~on of O~l and Gas has suff~cient 
d~scret~on under the Adm~n~strat~ve Code to determine as part of 
her dut~es whether an appl~cat~on ~s complete and accurate. 
3. The Board prev~ously has found spec~f~cally that 
an appl~cat~on for a saltwater ~nJection well or the 
convers~on of an o~l and gas well to a saltwater ~nJect~on well 
may be modif~ed, amended, altered or supplmented by the appl~cant 
in consultation w~th Ch~ef, Div~sion of O~l and Gas or her 
des~gnate who is charged w~th the appl~cation rev~ew, before the 
final order of the Chief granting or deny~ng the permit. Because 
the hold~ng of a publ~c hear~ng by the Ch~ef ~s discretionary, 
and where the comments of a pr~or publ~c hear~ng have been 
considered by the Ch~ef, no add~t~onal deta~ls of the appl~cat~on 
are requ~red to be suppl~ed to the publ~c before a dec~sion ~s 
made and there ~s no requ~rement to ~nform persons of 
mod~fications, where, as here, the law prov~des for a subsequent 
appeal to the Board of Rev~ew by any person adversely affected by 
the f~nal order of the Ch~ef, thus afford~ng procedural due 
process to the appellant. 
4. Appellant presented no substant~ve, reliable or probative 
ev~dence that the ex~st~ng well wh~ch produced o~l, gas and br~ne 
or that ~nJect~on of salt water ~nto the same well when converted 
to a saltwater ~nJect~on well w~ll affect any publ~c water supply 
or endanger the health of anyone. 
5. The conclus~ons stated ~n the Order 86-201 that the 
method of injection w~ll not be ~n v~olat~on of the law and that 
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the proposed method of In]ectlon wlll not jeopardlze publlC 
health or safety or the conservatlon of natural resources lS well 
founded ln the flndlngs and reVlew of the personnel of the UIC 
sectlon, speclflcally Mr. George Hudak. 
6. The question of the appllcatlon of Wlndom's zonlng 
regulatlons to underground In]ectlon wells lS moot based on the 
declslon of the Portage County Court of Common Pleas. 
7. The Order of the Chlef, No. 86-201 is found by the Board 
to have been lawful and reasonable. 
Based on these flndlngs of fact and concluslons of law, the 
Board of Oil and Gas ReVlew 
ORDERS, that Appeal 146 lS hereby DISMISSED. 
and that the Adjudicatlon Order No. 85-105 grantlng a permlt for 
plug back and In]ection of saltwater into the Newburg Zone in the 
No. 1 Long Well well be and hereby 
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